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(54) IMAGE PROCESSING UNIT AND ITS METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To apply proper white balance 
adjustment even to an image. 

SOLUTION: This unit is provided with a highlight calculation 
section 6 that calculates highlight area information of an 
image, a white balance calculation section 7 that calculates 
white balance information based on the highlight area 
information and a prescribed highlight value, a white balance 
correction section 8 that corrects the white balance 
information in response to a 1 st image feature, a highlight 
correction section 9 that corrects the highlight value in 
response to a 2nd image feature, and an image data 
correction section 1 0 that corrects image data, based on 
the white balance information and the highlight value. 
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